
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

MARCH 11, 2021 

 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, March 

11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Brad Simmons 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton and Tony Long 

Town Attorney: Jennifer Nancarrow for Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Police Chief: Joseph Hatley 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Simmons called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Long, Mayor 

Simmons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously added Accept Audit 

Extension Contract with Rowell, Craven and Short to the Consent Agenda as 5(E). 

 

Approve Minutes of the February 5-6, 2021 Retreat Minutes and the February 11, 2021 

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded 

by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 5-6, 

2021 and February 11, 2021. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept Mint Hill Events Requests for the Noise Ordinance Waiver; (B) 

Accept February Tax Collector’s Report; (C) Consider Declaring Portions of Tax Parcels 

135-191-15 and 135-191-18 as Surplus Property; (D) Accept January Treasurer’s Report and 

Financials; and, (E) Accept Audit Extension Contract with Rowell, Craven and Short:  Upon 

the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously 

approved the Consent Agenda. 

 

 



Mint Hill 50th Anniversary Proclamation: Mayor Simmons read the following proclamation. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Mint Hill is enthusiastically celebrating its 50th Anniversary of 

Incorporation on March 11, 2021; and,  

WHEREAS, Mint Hill was settled by determined colonists around the year 1750; and,  

WHEREAS, the Town was truly founded around Philadelphia Presbyterian Church, which began 

in 1770; and,   

WHEREAS, the name for Mint Hill most likely originated from the vast amount of wild mint 

growing in the Town or the gold coins many say were made here in the gold rush days of the early 

1800’s; and,  

WHEREAS, Mint Hill officials forfeited the original Town Charter in 1910 so Mecklenburg 

County would establish a throughfare in Town; the County had declined to construct 

streets/highways through incorporated areas.  Fifty years ago, today, Mint Hill became 

incorporated again, after sixty-one years. 

WHEREAS, Mint Hill has been the birthplace of thriving businesses, vibrant parks, charming 

trails, exciting sports, magnificent Mint Hill Madness, learning opportunities, plentiful culture and 

abundant history; and, 

WHEREAS, The Town of Mint Hill has provided a humble and welcoming hometown to nearly 

27,000 individuals that value hard work, teamwork, creativity, adaptability, integrity, community 

engagement, ingenuity, trust and so much more. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Brad Simmons, Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, North Carolina, by the 

virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor, do hereby proclaim March 11, 2021 as the 

50th Anniversary of the Town of Mint Hill 

in celebration of 50 years of cooperation, innovation, investment and humble pride evident 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 11th day of March 2021.  

 

Public Hearing on #ZC21-1, Filed by Shea Homes, to allow a Conditional District Rezoning 

from R to R (CD) to allow Residential Development located at 14250 Cabarrus Road, Parcel 

Number 139-401-02:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner 

Cochrane, the Board unanimously continued the Public Hearing for #ZC21-1 until April 8, 2021. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC21-2, Filed by CJMJ, LLC, to allow a Conditional District Rezoning 

from IG(CD) to IG(CD) to allow a Reduction of the 100 Foot Undisturbed Buffer to 50 Feet 

to Facilitate an Expansion of the Existing Gravel Parking/Yard Area for Property Located 

at 13320 Jomac Drive, Parcel Number 139-092-30: Planning Director Hoard submitted the 

following memo: 

The applicant is requesting a reduction to the undisturbed buffer from 100 feet to 50 feet, as 

shown on the attached Zoning Plan, and allow an expansion of the existing gravel 

parking/storage yard. 

The 100-foot undisturbed buffer was a condition placed on the property when it was rezoned 

on May 27, 1999. 

On December 13, 2007, a change of condition was approved to allow a 50% reduction to 

specific sections of the perimeter 100 ft buffer…modified to accommodate a reduction in 

the buffer width to 50 ft. on those pieces of properties that abut non-residentially zoned 

property, as presented in the most recently adopted Future Land Use Map for the Town of 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/minthillnc/Application%20(revised).pdf


Mint Hill (those properties adjoining the existing railroad tracks and those fronting on Hwy 

51 only). 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify, or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions 

 

Mr. Nick Buysse, CESI, showed a PowerPoint which indicated C&M Leasing was founded in 

1982 and incorporated in 1991; they had been in their current location since 2002.  C&M Leasing 

provided storage for approximately sixty commercial vehicles and the proposed expansion would 

provide for an additional forty vehicles.  He showed a survey of the existing facility along with a 

rendering of the proposed expansion area of +/- 2.067 acres.  He noted the expansion would be 

operational in six to nine months. 

 

Commissioner Dalton asked if there would be a buffer between Highway 51 and the property.  Mr. 

Buysse stated there would be a landscape and fencing buffer. 

 

Commissioner Holton asked if the expansion was for storage of additional semi-trailers.  Mr. 

Buysse stated yes.  Commissioner Holton asked if the height of the buffer would cover the tractor 

trailers.  Mr. Buysse said they would be amenable to additional height. Approximately 1/3 of the 

property abutting Highway 51 would have the landscape buffer. 

 

Mayor Simmons asked if the properties affected by the reduction request, from 100’ to 50’, were 

residential or commercial.  Mr. Buysse stated they were residential; they would have an additional 

40’-50’ more because of the topography than just the 50’. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane clarified the residential neighbors would have approximately 90’ from 

the expansion.  Mr. Buysse said yes approximately 90’. 

 

There being no further questions or comments from the Board, Mayor Simmons opened the Public 

Hearing for #ZC21-2.  There being no comments from the public, Mayor Simmons closed the 

Public Hearing for #ZC21-2. 

 

Public Comments:  Mayor Simmons invited Bobby Long, the first elected Mayor of Mint Hill, 

up to the podium to speak.  Mr. Long thanked Mayor Simmons for allowing him to speak; he 

didn’t realize he would be recognized as a celebrity.  Mr. Long was honored be a part of this day 

since it was the Town’s 50th Anniversary.  He began by thanking the Mint Hill Fire Department 

for the good deed they performed this week.  He stated, on Tuesday, he saw his yard was filled 

with firefighters who were digging up his old flagpole and replacing it.  He stated he had always 

considered the firefighters his friends.  He was one of the founding members of the Mint Hill 

Volunteer Fire Department and although it was no longer the volunteer fire department, he felt the 

same about these firefighters; he was proud of them and pleased with their help.  He stated a little 

more than 50 years ago, the Jaycees headed by Laurin Quillen, held meetings at Bain School to 

consider re-incorporating the Town of Mint Hill.  John McEwen, chairman of the committee, told 

the audience at Bain School hearing the tax rate could not be less than $.05 per hundred as the tax 



rate.  He noted an audience member stated the Town wasn’t required to collect the taxes.  Mr. 

Long stated he wondered how he got elected Mayor. He had learned to pray and asked for the 

ability to make decisions in order to make Mint Hill proud.  He was proud of the Veterans of 

Foreign War as they made Mint Hill a better community.  Bob Quillen, PADA (Piedmont Area 

Development Association), led men who would paint mailboxes and increased the quality of life 

of individuals in Mint Hill.  Once summer, he recalled contacting the Mecklenburg County 

Recreation Department and they had sent an individual out to Mint Hill to teach sports.  He stated 

Mint Hill was a better place because of the strong effort made by the residents. Mr. Long stated he 

was at a loss for words to explain the incorporation of Mint Hill in 1971.  He said he was sworn in 

at the VFW; the VFW built their existing building made from trees sawed at Allen Station. The 

program to rehabilitate veterans returning from World War II started by Bob Quillen.  Mr. Quillen 

thought there was too much energy, so he started the VFW. He commented on the ordinances 

passed and the boundaries established in the incorporation of the Town.  He mentioned how the 

Town would have adapted to the lack of water lines; they had plans to place a water tank on Pine 

Hill Road.  He was thankful to the future Board of Commissioners for making water extension a 

possibility.  He stated in 1974, he met a NCDOT Engineer, at the Midland Masonic Lodge, who 

went on to install the stoplight at Highway 51 and Lawyers Road.   That experience was one of the 

smoothest operations ever. Mr. Long stated he spent an entire Wednesday afternoon obtaining 

signatures from property owners for right-of-way for that project.  He was required to vote when 

the Board of Commissioners had a tie, when the possibility of adding an ambulance service was 

brought before the Board of Commissioners.  He was never prouder of a single vote to make the 

ambulance service a reality.  He concluded by saying he was very proud of the way others have 

continued to direct Mint Hill in the paths it has taken.  He noted the population was merely 2,300 

when he was Mayor and now it exceeded 27,000.  He thanked the current and previous Boards for 

their service and for making Mint Hill a better place. 

 

Mayor Simmons thanked former Mayor Long for blazing the trail.  Mayor Simmons noted Mr. 

Long had left big footprints and had set the example for everyone to follow.  Mayor Simmons 

thanked Mayor Long. 

 

Manager Welch read the following submitted comments verbatim: 

Jerry Helms submitted comments about #ZC20-10: Benefits to Mint Hill included: new traffic 

light, nice neighborhood to replace rental houses, increase income for local businesses, increase 

tax income for Mint Hill, greenway accesses (walkability), more attractive exterior choices and 

better choices for townhomes in Mecklenburg County for Mint Hill. 

 

Susan Woodward submitted comments about #ZC20-10: Traffic is a major concern! Townhomes 

can bring our property values down. More residents could potentially increase crime in Mint Hill. 

Does the town have enough police officers to cover all the new residents? How will the town keep 

the townhomes from becoming a drug infested community like the apartments on Margaret 

Wallace? Will the townhomes have rental restrictions? Thank you! 

 

Carol and Albert Allen submitted comments about #ZC20-10: For the past 25 years, we have lived 

in Mint Hill.  Our home in Mint Hollow touches on the property that is currently under 

consideration for rezoning.  We have several concerns about this rezoning application and the 

proposed development. We have reviewed the master plan for Mint Hill, including the downtown 



overlay plan.  In our opinion, the plan is a thoughtful vision for Mint Hill, so it is disturbing that 

the plan may be compromised to include the property under consideration. The proposal for this 

property is not in the spirit of the master plan.  Only a very small amount of property touches 

downtown Mint Hill and it truly is not part of downtown. Yet the proposal would allow density 

that the plan envisioned would occur only in the downtown area. Additionally, of significant 

concern is the amount of traffic this development will bring to Mint Hill, and specifically to 

Lawyers Road.  During the best of times, turning on to Lawyers Road is a challenge.  It is already 

difficult, and at times dangerous, to turn out of our neighborhood at peak travel times. The new 

development will have drivers from 130 additional homes turning on to Lawyers Road from a 

single exit.  And the addition of a traffic light at True Light and Lawyers would only exacerbate 

the problem in the afternoon when traffic would almost certainly back up past the exit from the 

new development.  Lawyers Road is a connector from Charlotte to Union County. As development 

continues in Mint Hill, the amount of traffic could soon be untenable. This proposed development 

will significantly worsen traffic on an already-overused stretch of Lawyers Road and contribute to 

increased backups of traffic at Lawyers Road and Highway 51. While we understand the advantage 

of having the developer pay for work on the Greenway, those of us who could use that portion of 

the Greenway can already walk to downtown Mint Hill on Lawyers Road. While we would prefer 

the Greenway in an ideal world, the benefit of the Greenway is nowhere near enough to justify the 

cost of traffic problems that would arise from this development, and an abandonment of the vision 

set forth in the Mint Hill Master Plan. 

 

Nancy Merrick submitted comments about #ZC20-10: Please deny the rezoning petition, ZC20-

10. Increasing the density of the property is inappropriate for several reasons. First and foremost, 

it does not qualify for the intended rezoning. It would not adhere to a "key element" emphasized 

in the Downtown Overlay Plan for the Teeter Property which should include . . ."Variety of 

housing styles and types with the highest intensity of uses in close proximity to the Neighborhood 

Shopping Center and The Square transitioning to single family uses adjacent to the surrounding 

neighborhoods" Brighton Park does an excellent job following this "key element". Townhomes 

are at the center surrounded by detached homes as this property is even further out than Brighton 

Park its density does not qualify to be greater. Nor does it qualify to have a greater density than 

The Traditions. A secondary but perhaps more important reason to deny the rezoning is the adverse 

effect on traffic on Lawyers Rd. Congestion is sure to increase from not just the addition of 

hundreds of vehicles but also the poor traffic flow between the property and the westbound lane 

of Lawyers Rd.  A traffic light at Truelight Church Rd will not alleviate these problems. Thirdly 

there is significant concern about drainage and water containment. Please deny the rezoning.  

 

Karen Trauner, 8835 Brigadier Lane, in 2018 a Bill called HB 514 passed into North Carolina law. 

Mint Hill was one of four towns specifically mentioned in HB 514, which gives these towns the 

right to build their own school system if they felt CMS wasn’t responding adequately to their 

needs. With town operated schools, admittance could be prioritized for local students. 

This angered CMS, which said that any towns that built their own schools would go to the bottom 

of CMS’s priority list for new school construction. The new elementary school being built on 

Idlewild was planned and budgeted before HB 514. After the June 4, 2018 passage of HB 514 into 

state law, the other three towns named in the bill set up committees to investigate their options. 

Cornelius withdrew from the bill in October of 2019. Matthews withdrew in February 2020. These 

two towns are back in CMS’s good graces. Huntersville has not made any decision yet, but their 



advisory committee suggested they consider building their own school system. 

Mint Hill has never publicly discussed the bill, either with its residents or CMS. 

Ignoring this situation will not make it go away. Ignoring it could leave us at the bottom of CMS’s 

priority list for new school funding and building. Due to the amount of new home construction in 

Mint Hill, we’re going to need more schools. Either we build and run our own school system, 

which would keep us at odds with CMS, or we tell CMS we aren’t interested in doing so and get 

removed from the bottom of their priority list. Currently, HB 514 has a lawsuit filed against it. 

There are allegations that the law is discriminatory and racist and aims to undo the school 

desegregation of the last eight decades. Right now, school systems across the country are watching 

Mint Hill and Huntersville. We’re being represented to the country as being racist and 

discriminatory. Is this who we are? Is this who we want to be? Either we accept the rights given 

us by the passage of HB 514, or we renounce our intent to build our own schools. Either way, we 

have to make a decision, and it has to be made sooner rather than later. I’m hereby requesting that 

the Board researches this situation and reaches some sort of decisive action plan before it’s too 

late. Thank you. 

 

Discussion on #ZC20-10, Filed by NVR, INC. to allow a Conditional District Rezoning from 

R to R DO-A (CD) to allow a Residential Development Located at Parcel Number(s) 135-

381-67 (10524 Lawyers Road), 135-381-66 (10600 Lawyers Road), 135-381-64 (10616 

Lawyers Road) and 135-381-65 (10608 Lawyers Road):  The decision on #ZC20-10 was 

deferred until April 8, 2021. 

 

Bleeding Disorder Awareness Month Proclamation:  Mayor Simmons read the following 

proclamation. 

WHEREAS, I, Brad Simmons, Mayor of Mint Hill, North Carolina, am proud to commemorate 

March 2021 as Bleeding Disorders Awareness Month in the Town of Mint Hill; and, 

WHEREAS, this designation will formalize and expand upon the designation 35 years ago of 

March 1986 as “Hemophilia Awareness Month” by President Ronald Reagan; and,  

WHEREAS, the Federal Department of Health and Human Services designated March 2016 as 

National Bleeding Disorders Month; and, 

WHEREAS, multiple states and local governments, since 2016, have passed a 

proclamation/resolution declaring March as Bleeding Disorders Awareness Month; and, 

WHEREAS, bleeding disorder advocates, during this month, wear a red material around their neck 

(e.g., leis, scarves, ties); and,  

WHEREAS, these bleeding disorders, which share the inability to form a proper blood clot, are 

characterized by extended bleeding after injury, surgery, trauma, or menstruation and can lead to 

significant morbidity and can be fatal if not treated effectively; and,  

WHEREAS, many individuals with hemophilia became infected with HIV and Hepatitis C in the 

1980s due to the contamination of the blood supply and blood products; and, 

WHEREAS, this Awareness Month in Mint Hill will generate greater awareness and 

understanding of not only hemophilia but all inheritable bleeding disorders, including Von 

Willebrand disease—which alone impacts an estimated one percent of the U.S. population or more 

than 3.2 million individuals; and, 

WHEREAS, this Awareness Month will foster a greater sense of community and shared purpose 

among individuals with all inheritable bleeding disorders; and, 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/minthillnc/Application%20ZC20-10.pdf


WHEREAS, this Awareness Month will elevate awareness of and engagement in the inheritable 

bleeding disorders journey beyond our community to the general public, enabling the prevention 

of illness, unnecessary procedures, and disability.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Brad Simmons, Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, North Carolina, do 

hereby proclaim the month of March 2021 as  

BLEEDING DISORDERS AWARENESS MONTH 

 in the Town of Mint Hill.   

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 11th day of March 2021.  

 

Announce the Winner of the I Love Mint Hill Photo Contest:  Mrs. Sheryl Smith prepared a 

slideshow of the I Love Mint Hill Photo Contest.  The winners were as follows: 

1st Place -Kiersten Clay 

2nd Place -Maureen Merrit 

Honorable Mentions- Mike Taylor, Paul Imirie, Rob Rosen, and Sergey Nosov. 

 

Mayor Simmons thanked Mrs. Smith and Town Staff for another great contest.  He thanked all of 

the residents who submitted photographs! 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Chief Leath stated the Mint Hill Fire Department had the latest 

ISO Fire Inspection on December 8, 2020; the scale ran from 9-1, 1 was the best.  In 1980, Mint 

Hill was the first water hauler to receive a rating of a 6.  In 2005, the Mint Hill Department was 

rated a 5.  In 2018, the Fire Department hired consultants and made changes to better their rating; 

they were hoping to be ranked a 3 in Town and a 4 outside of Town.  The ISO rating received on 

December 8, 2020 was a 2.  Chief Leath said the Mint Hill Fire Department could not do it without 

Deputy Chief John Phillips and Captains Jon-Michael Neu, Justin Jackimowicz and Mark Thomas.  

Chief Leath stated out of 15,021 fire districts, Mint Hill was now ranked with 38 other Level 2 

departments.  Mint Hill Fire Department was in the top 2% of all North Carolina Fire Departments.  

The Board congratulated Chief Leath and the Mint Hill Fire Department.   

 

Commissioner Dalton thanked Bob Long for being instrumental in the founding of the Mint Hill 

Volunteer Fire Department.  He thanked him, Laurin Quillen and Jerry Helms for keeping Mint 

Hill from becoming a Charlotte. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane thanked Mr. Long for his presentation and added that Mr. Tweed was 

instrumental in the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department. Commissioner Cochrane thanked all of 

the volunteers for cleaning up the streets and trash around Town of the past weekend. He stated he 

and his grandson had collected trash in the community event. 

 

Commissioner Long thanked Addie Kirby for her hard work in coordinating the efforts to clean 

the roads/streets around Mint Hill.  Commissioner Long thanked Chief Hatley and the Mint Hill 

Police Department for being active and present for traffic issues in Town. 

 

Mayor Simmons told Chief Hatley the police activity should cut down on the incidences around 

Town and near Bain Elementary.  Chief Hatley said the majority of crashes in Mint Hill usually 

occurred around Thursday at 5 p.m.  



 

Closed Session for a Legal Matter: Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by 

Commissioner Long, the Board unanimously agreed to move into Closed Session.  No 

announcement was expected.   

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Holton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Simmons adjourned the meeting 

at 8:26 p.m. 

 

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


